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DENTAL ASSISTING
Length of Program
Technical Certificate: two semesters, one summer term

The Dental Assisting program at EITC consists of classroom training, 
clinical skills training, and clinical experience in area dental offices. 
The program’s curriculum follows Idaho State Board of Dentistry 
guidelines. The curriculum provides the training necessary to become 
an integral part of the dental profession and offers the student 
supervised training to become a dental assistant. With this education 
and two years of clinical experience, graduates may sit for the 
National Certified Dental Assistant exam.
	
Entrance Requirements
In addition to the above listed entrance requirements:

•	 COMPASS Test score of 68 or higher in reading and writing skills 
	 and 45 or higher in pre-algebra 
•	 An interview with program director/faculty may be required

Program Continuation Requirements
•	 All core and program specific courses must be passed with 
	 a minimum of a C, and must be passed consecutively before 
	 continuing on to the next course
•	 All core and program courses must be passed before a student will 
	 be permitted to start the externship

Program Costs
In addition to the semester registration fees, a Dental Assisting 
student can expect to spend an approximate total of $1,200 on books, 
supplies, liability insurance, CPR, first aid and dental conventions. 
Graduates are required to sit for proficiency exams at the conclusion 
of their program. Information regarding costs and dates for the exams 
will be posted in the online catalog and available from the program 
instructor(s).

Dental Assisting 
Technical Certificate                                      	 39 Credits

Semester 1		
DTL 129	 Dental Biology	 2
DTL 121	 Orientation to Dental 	
	 Assisting/Office Management	 2
DTL 124	 Basic Dental Sciences & Medical 	
	 Situations	 3
DTL 125	 Dental Operatory Procedures	 4
DTL 126	 Dental Radiology	 4

Semester 2
CIS 101	 Computer Information Systems	 3
DTL 127	 Dental Clinical	 2
DTL 128	 Dental Specialties	 4
DTL 131	 Dental Lab Materials and 	
	 Expanded Functions	 3
ENG 101	 English Composition	 3
OCR 105	 Occupational Relations	 3

Summer Term
DTL 132	 Supervised Work Experience	 6

Medical Assistant
Length of Program
Associate of Applied Science Degree: four semesters,  
one summer term
Technical Certificate: two semesters, one summer term

A Medical Assistant is a multi-skilled allied health professional 
dedicated to assisting physicians administratively and/or clinically 
in outpatient settings such as the physician’s office, walk-in clinics, 
and hospitals. Medical Assistants perform a variety of health care 
tasks because they possess basic skills in multiple areas of patient 
care. Administrative duties include scheduling and receiving patients, 
preparing and maintaining medical records, performing secretarial 
skills and medical transcription, handling telephone calls, and writing 
correspondence. Clinical duties include recording patient information 
and taking vital signs, using sterile techniques and infection control, 
preparing patients for procedures, assisting the physician with 
examinations and treatments, collecting and processing specimens, 
phlebotomy, and assisting with patient care under a physician’s 
supervision. 

The Eastern Idaho Technical College’s Medical Assisting Program 
is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs (CAAHEP), on recommendation of the 
Curriculum Review Board of the American Association of Medical 
Assistants’ Endowment (AAMAE). All graduating students of 
the Associate Degree Program are eligible to sit for the AAMA 
Certification Examination, and, upon passing the examination, the 
individual earns the Certified Medical Assistant (CMA) credential.
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